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Thomas Asher 
Director of Convenings and Scholarly Relations,  
Columbia World Projects 
 
Thomas Asher joined Columbia World Projects, an initiative of Columbia 
University, in 2018 and leads work that brings together scholarly communities with 
practitioners to identify fresh thinking around long-standing problem areas especially 
related to questions around democratic futures, higher education, inclusive 
urbanism, and scaling for implementation. Prior to CWP, Tom worked at the Social 
Science Research Council for a decade where he directed grant and fellowship 

programs to strengthen social science research capacity and networks across the world, including in Africa, 
Asia, and the United States. He serves as board chair to the Reagent Project, sits on global advisory boards 
for the International Institute of Asian Studies in Leiden and the African Centre for Cities’ Mphil program. 
He was a visiting fellow at Centre for Humanities Research at the University of Western Cape in 2019. He 
holds a Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Chicago. 
 

 
Naor Ben-Yehoyada 
Assistant Professor of Anthropology,  
Columbia University 
 
Naor Ben-Yehoyada's work examines unauthorized migration, criminal justice, the 
aftermath of development, and transnational political imaginaries in the central and 
eastern Mediterranean. His monograph, The Mediterranean Incarnate: Transnational 
Region Formation between Sicily and Tunisia since World War II (Chicago Press, 2017), 
offers a historical anthropology of the recent re-emergence of the Mediterranean. He 
is specifically interested in the processes through which transnational regions form 
and dissipate. He proposes to view such spaces as ever-changing constellations, and 

show how we can study them from the moving vessels that weave these constellations together and stage 
their social relations and dynamics in full view. He has also written shorter pieces about the different phases 
of the dynamics of maritime unauthorized migration and interdiction, as well as on the role that the 
Mediterranean’s seabed plays in Italian political retrospection. 
 
His current project follows perpetual debate about what the Mafia is and how anti-Mafia forms of inquiry (by 
magistrates, journalists, political activists, police investigators) encounter this dilemma. It follows the recent 
trial regarding the 1988 murder of a journalist and the several preceding key criminal cases that the trial has 
revived, all of which, people still assume, involved the Mafia. He focuses on the doubts, suspicions, and 
disputes that arise at the intersection of different forms of inquiry by magistrates, journalists, police 
investigators, and politicians. He argues that the epistemic tensions between magistrates and other actors turn 
the wider field of anti-Mafia inquiry into a key moving site of the struggle over the relationship between law, 
society, and the state. 
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Franziska Exeler 
Research Fellow,  
Centre for History and Economics, Magdalene College;  
Lecturer of History, 
Freie Universität Berlin 
 
A historian of Modern Europe and Russia, Franziska is a Research Fellow at the 
Centre for History and Economics at Magdalene College. She is also Lecturer of 
History at Free University Berlin. 
 
Franziska’s research interests include twentieth-century East European, Soviet and 

German history; the history of the Second World War and its legacies in Europe and Asia; Holocaust and 
genocide studies; myth, memory and trauma; borderlands and migration; and international law, transitional 
justice and legal history. Her book Ghosts of War. Nazi Occupation and Its Aftermath in Soviet Belarus (Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 2022) examines people's wartime choices and their aftermath in Belarus, a war-
ravaged Soviet republic that was under Nazi occupation during the Second World War. It shows how efforts 
at coming to terms with the past played out within, and at times through, a dictatorship. Her has appeared in 
Slavic Review, Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History, and elsewhere. 
 
Her related research projects focus on how the Soviet prosecution of treason and war crimes fit into the 
global moment of post-World War II justice. A new project explores concepts, perceptions and experiences 
of borders across Eastern Europe. 
 

 
Tulia Falleti 
Class of 1965 Endowed Term Professor of Political Science, 
University of Pennsylvania  
 
Tulia Falleti (Ph.D. Political Science, Northwestern University, 2003; B.A. Sociology, 
University of Buenos Aires, Argentina, 1994) is the Class of 1965 Endowed Term 
Professor of Political Science, Director of the Latin American and Latinx Studies 
Program, and Senior Fellow of the Leonard Davis Institute for Health Economics at 
the University of Pennsylvania. Falleti is the author of Decentralization and Subnational 
Politics in Latin America (Cambridge University Press, 2010), which earned the Donna 
Lee Van Cott Award to the best book on political institutions by the Latin American 

Studies Association; and, with Santiago Cunial, of Participation in Social Policy (Elements in the Politics of 
Development, Cambridge University Press, 2018).  She is co-editor, with Orfeo Fioretos and Adam 
Sheingate, of The Oxford Handbook of Historical Institutionalism (Oxford University Press, 2016), and with Emilio 
Parrado of Latin America Since the Left Turn (University of Pennsylvania, 2018), among other co-edited 
volumes. Her articles on decentralization, federalism, authoritarianism, participation, and qualitative methods 
have appeared in edited volumes and journals such as the American Political Science Review, Comparative Political 
Studies, Publius, Qualitative Sociology, Studies in Comparative International Development, and World Politics among 
others.  
 
As Principal Investigator of an interdisciplinary team, Falleti has been awarded a $5 million grant from the 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation “Just Futures” initiative. Collaborating with partners throughout the 
Americas, the Penn team will develop the project “Dispossessions in the Americas: The Extraction of Bodies, 
Land, and Cultural Heritage from La Conquista to the Present.”Among other objectives,  Falleti is researching 
the articulation of indigenous peoples’ demands regarding territorial claims, rights to prior consultation, living 
well, and plurinationality; and collaborating with two non-governmental health organizations to assess the 
effectiveness of mobile health care for indigenous women and children in remote rural areas. 
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Ira Katznelson  
Ruggles Professor of Political Science and History,  
Columbia University; 
Deputy Director,  
Columbia World Projects 

 
Ira Katznelson is Ruggles Professor of Political Science and History, and Deputy 
Director, Columbia World Projects. His 2013 Fear Itself: The New Deal and the Origins 
of Our Time  was awarded the Bancroft Prize in History and the Woodrow Wilson 
Foundation Award in Political Science. Other books include Southern Nation: Congress 

and White Supremacy After Reconstruction (2018; co-authored with David Bateman and John Lapinski), and Liberal 
Beginnings: A Republic for the Moderns (2008; co-authored with Andreas Kalyvas).  

 
Professor Katznelson, a fellow of the British Academy, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the 
American Philosophical Society, is a former president both of the American Political Science Association and 
the Social Science Research Council. He earned his BA at Columbia College and his PhD in History at the 
University of Cambridge, where he served in 2017-18 as Pitt Professor of American History and Institutions. 
Prior to his arrival at Columbia in 1994, where he also had been an assistant and associate professor, he had 
taught at the University of Chicago, where he served as chair of the Department of Political Science, and the 
New School for Social Research, where he was Dean of the Graduate Faculty. 
 

 
Claudio Lomnitz 
Campbell Family Professor of Anthropology,  
Columbia University  
 
Lomnitz works on the history, politics and culture of Latin America, and particularly 
of Mexico. He received his PhD from Stanford in 1987, and his first book, Evolución 
de una sociedad rural (Mexico City, 1982) was a study of politics and cultural change in 
Tepoztlán, Mexico. After that he developed an interest in conceptualizing the nation-
state as a kind of cultural region, a theme that culminated in Exits from the Labyrinth: 
Culture and Ideology in Mexican National Space (California, 1992). In that book, he also 
concentrated on the social work of intellectuals, a theme that he developed in various 

works on the history of public culture in Mexico, including Modernidad Indiana (Mexico City, 1999) and Deep 
Mexico, Silent Mexico: An Anthropology of Nationalism (Minnesota, 2001). 
 
Around fifteen years ago Lomnitz began working on the historical anthropology of crisis and published 
Death and the Idea of Mexico (Zone Books, 2005), a political and cultural history of death in Mexico from 
the sixteenth to the twenty-first centuries. After that, he initiated a detailed history on exile and ideology in 
the Mexican Revolution, which culminated in the publication The Return of Comrade Ricardo Flores Magón 
(Zone Books, 2014). His most recent book is Nuestra América: My Family in the Vertigo of Translation 
(Other Press, 2021), which is an essay in family history, that explores, which is an essay in family history, that 
explores the connection between the destruction of Europe and (Latin) American consciousness by way of 
the early twentieth century history of his own family. 
 
 

https://wwnorton.com/books/9780871407382
https://wwnorton.com/books/9780871407382
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691126494/southern-nation
https://press.princeton.edu/books/hardcover/9780691126494/southern-nation
https://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/politics-international-relations/history-ideas/liberal-beginnings-making-republic-moderns?format=PB&isbn=9780521728287
https://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/politics-international-relations/history-ideas/liberal-beginnings-making-republic-moderns?format=PB&isbn=9780521728287
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Renaud Morieux  
Professor of British and European History,   
University of Cambridge 
  
Renaud specializes in transnational history in the eighteenth century, with a 
particular focus on Britain, France and their empires. His research interests include 
the history of migration, oceanic borders, incarceration and economic exchanges. He 
joined the Faculty of History in 2011. Renaud was previously a Maître de 
Conférences (Associate Professor) in Modern History at University of Lille (2006-
2011). 
 

He studied History at Ecole Normale Supérieure LSH, University Paris 1 - Panthéon Sorbonne, and 
University of Lille. He obtained the Agrégation d'Histoire in 1998. In September 2019, Renaud obtained an 
Habilitation à Diriger des Recherches from EHESS. In 2014, he was awarded a Philip Leverhulme Prize for 
History. 
 
Over the years, Renaud has tried to keep a foot on both sides of the English Channel, which is sometimes 
quite a stretch. Between March and May 2017 he was a Visiting Fellow at the Center for History and 
Economics (Harvard). In November-December 2019, he was a Visiting Professor at Sciences Po (Paris), and 
in March 2020, he was a Visiting Professor at EHESS (Paris). 
 

 
Mae Ngai   
Lung Family Professor of Asian American Studies and Professor of History, 
Columbia University 
 
Mae M. Ngai is Lung Family Professor of Asian American Studies and Professor of 
History, and Co-Director of the Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race. She  is a 
U.S. legal and political historian interested in the histories of immigration, 
citizenship, nationalism, and the Chinese diaspora. She is author of the award 
winning Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America (2004); The 
Lucky Ones: One Family and the Extraordinary Invention of Chinese America (2010); and The 
Chinese Question: The Gold Rushes and Global Politics (2021). Ngai has written on 

immigration history and policy for the Washington Post, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, the Atlantic, 
the Nation, and Dissent. Before becoming a historian she was a labor-union organizer and educator in New 
York City, working for District 65-UAW and the Consortium for Worker Education. She is now writing 
Nation of Immigrants: A Short History of an Idea (under contract with Princeton University Press). 
 

 
Brianna Nofil  
Assistant Professor of History,  
College of William & Mary 
 
Brianna Nofil is a historian of the modern United States, with an emphasis on 
migration, incarceration, and law. She received her Ph.D. from Columbia University 
in 2020 and holds B.A.s in History and Public Policy Studies from Duke University. 
She is currently working on a book manuscript titled Detention Power: American Jails 
and the Origins of Immigrant Incarceration, under contract with Princeton University 
Press. Detention Power demonstrates how a century of political, economic, and 
ideological exchange between the immigration bureaucracy and the criminal justice 

system gave rise to the U.S.’ vast immigration detention system, and how an evolving network of individuals, 
municipalities, and private corporations profited from jailing. 
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Brianna’s dissertation received the Allan Nevins Prize from the Society of American Historians and the 
Outstanding Dissertation Award from the Immigration & Ethnic History Society. Her research has also 
received the Kathleen Preyer Prize from the American Society for Legal History. Her work has been 
supported by grants from the ACLS/Mellon Foundation, the Jefferson Scholars Foundation, the New 
Orleans Center for the Gulf South, the Goizueta Foundation at the University of Miami Cuban Heritage 
Collection, and others. 
 

 
Ian Sanjay Patel 
Assistant Professor in Sociology and Social Research, 
Birkbeck College, University of London 
 
Ian Sanjay Patel is Assistant Professor in Sociology and Social Research at Birkbeck 
College, University of London. His research specialises in human rights and the 
intersections between intellectual history, world history, and political thought. He is 
a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and a Visiting Fellow in the Department of 
Sociology at the London School of Economics and Political Science. His book, We're 
Here Because You Were There: Immigration and the End of Empire, was published by Verso 
Books in 2021. 

 
 
Kalyani Ramnath 
Prize Fellow in Economics, History, and Politics, 
Harvard University  
 
Kalyani Ramnath is a historian of modern South Asia. Her research and teaching 
interests are in South Asian history, legal history with an emphasis on questions of 
law and empire, labor and immigration histories, and methodological approaches to 
comparative, connected and transnational histories. Her dissertation work, titled 
‘Boats in a Storm: Law, Politics, and Jurisdiction in Postwar South Asia’, is a 
connected history that looks at how legal and economic geographies were 
reconstituted following World War II in South Asia, and how ordinary people, 

particularly Tamil immigrants around the Bay of Bengal, navigated these transitions. 
 
Her work has been supported by the American Historical Association, the Princeton Institute for 
International and Regional Studies, the American Institute for Sri Lankan Studies and the Hart Fellowship for 
Tamil Studies. In 2016, she was elected to the Fellowship of Woodrow Wilson Scholars at Princeton 
University and in 2017, she was a Fellow at the Hurst Institute for Legal History at University of Wisconsin-
Madison. 
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Beth Simmons  
Andrea Mitchell University Professor in Law, Political Science and Business 
Ethics, 
University of Pennsylvania  
 
Simmons is best known for her research on international political economy during 
the interwar years, policy diffusion globally, and her work demonstrating the 
influence that international law has on human rights outcomes around the world. 

Two of her books, Who Adjusts? Domestic Sources of Foreign Economic Policy During the 
Interwar Years (1994) and Mobilizing for Human Rights: International Law in Domestic 

Politics (2009) won the American Political Science Association’s Woodrow Wilson Award for the best book 
published in the United States on government, politics, or international affairs. The latter was also recognized 
by the American Society for International Law, the International Social Science Council and the International 
Studies Association as the best book of the year in 2010. She is currently conducting research in three areas: 
global performance assessments as informal governance mechanisms in international affairs; international 
border crossings, and especially evidence of their “thickening” in recent decades in many parts of the world; 
and international and transnational crime. 

Simmons has spent a year working at the International Monetary Fund, directed the Weatherhead Center for 
International Affairs at Harvard, is a past president of the International Studies Association, and has been 
elected to the National Academy of Sciences and the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
 

 
Gareth Stedman Jones 
Director, 
Centre for History and Economics, University of Cambridge;  
Professor of the History of Ideas, 
Queen Mary, University of London   
 
Gareth Stedman Jones is Director of the Centre for History and Economics, 
University of Cambridge, where he is a Life Fellow of King's College, Cambridge 
University since 1974. He was Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Cambridge from 1997 and in 2010 became Professor of the History of Ideas at 
Queen Mary, University of London. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society 

and of the British Academy. 
 
Significant publications include Outcast London (1971), An End to Poverty? (2004); Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels, The Communist Manifesto (2002); Religion and the Political Imagination, co-edited with Ira Katznelson 
(2010); The Cambridge History of Nineteenth-Century Political Thought, co-edited with Gregory Claeys (2011) and 
The 1848 Revolutions and European Political Thought, co-edited with Douglas Moggach (2018). His monograph 
Karl Marx: Greatness and Illusion was published by Penguin in 2016 and has since been translated into 7 
languages. 
 
His research interests include Modern European political thought; Political, intellectual and economic history 
of Europe from the time of the French Revolution; and Victorian London. 
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Rihan Yeh 
Associate Professor of Anthropology,  
University of California, San Diego 
 
Straddling linguistic and sociocultural anthropology, Rihan Yeh’s research focuses 
on the effects of the US-Mexico border on public life in Tijuana, Baja California. 
Her first book, Passing: Two Publics in a Mexican Border City, uses the close analysis of 
texts and interactions to show how Mexican senses of self and collectivity take shape 
in relation to both the promise of passage across the border and the threat of 
prohibition it incarnates. Currently, she is at work on a second book about visual 
exchanges at, around, and across the border, while simultaneously exploring new 

interests in urban and transborder mobilities. 

 


